
In Memory
DR. RICHARD BEHRMAN successfully served as editor of the Nelson 
Textbook of Pediatrics for 9 editions spanning over 3 decades. But more 
than that and without question, he excelled as an educator, a mentor, an 
exemplary leader in the field of pediatrics, and a role model as an inves-
tigator, clinician, department chair, dean, and director of the Packard 
Foundation Center for the Future of Children. Dick’s career exemplifies 
the responsibility and critical role academic physicians must provide as 
child advocates by combining scholarly pursuits to advance knowledge, 
while seeking justice and equality for all children.

Dick always searched for expert contributors to the textbook who 
believed in the value of caring for all children; he recruited leading authors 
knowing that their approach to clinical pediatrics and to social justice 
would have a deeper impact and broader reach by contributing to the 
textbook. Because of this, Nelson’s persists as an up-to-date authoritative 
global resource in not only presenting the clinical diagnosis and treatment 
of childhood diseases but also in identifying issues of social justice and 
providing solutions to improve access to health care and health outcomes. 
Dick’s approachable intellect and intuitive nature fostered countless stu-
dents, residents, and faculty allowing them to discover and nurture the best 
version of themselves as physicians and human beings.

Although Dick is no longer with us, his legacy persists in his selec-
tion of chapter topics and his meticulous editing of the previous chap-
ters along with his unyielding philosophy that Nelson must continue to 
evolve while remaining a book for all children for generations to come. 
For those of us who know Dick as “REB” we will miss you but never 
forget you.
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Dedication
To the Child’s Health Care Provider  

who through their expressed confidence in past editions of this book  
have provided the stimulus for this revision.  

May we continue to be a resource of helpful information  
for clinicians who care for all of our children.

R.M. Kliegman
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